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Proposal - Tip Top Track improvement and re-opening

Submission to Hobart City Council by the Hobart Trail Alliance

Prepared by Tim Watson, Mat Clark & Ed Parker



Introduction

The ‘Tip Top Track’ is a 2.3km section of ‘single track’ mountain bike trail located on
Council owned land (adjacent to the South Hobart Landfill) which was created in 2007 by
local mountain bikers and closed by Council in early 2009. This application is to modify the
sections of track of concern to Council and re-open the track as part of the Council Trails
network. The application is being made by the Hobart Trail Alliance (HTA) a group
representing local recreational mountain bike riders.

Prior to closure the ‘Tip Top Track’ (as it was known to local riders) was very popular due
to both its need for a high level of technical ability, its free flowing design, length and
location within the local trail network. The track is challenging at low speeds due to the
narrowness of the track, steepness of the slope and need to navigate obstacles. Unlike
other tracks on the mountain, the Tip Top Track was most resilient to erosion and best
ridden in damp conditions due to the soil type in the area and the sustainable trail design
principles the track incorporates.

The Tip Top track has become a commonly spoken term amongst Hobart mountain bikers.
While the trail hasn’t been formally surveyed for user numbers, there is strong anecdotal
evidence that the track was very popular with the local mountain biking community prior to
it's closure. Walkers & runners have rarely been seen using the trail.

It is the purpose of this proposal to utilise the volunteer track maintenance arm of the HTA
to modify the track in liaison with Council officers and to add the track into the Council’s
trail network. The existing track represents a significant investment in labour which with
little cost will be a significant recreational asset for the local community. Track problems
with respect to access through Cascade Gardens and soil erosion have been addressed in
this proposal.
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Figure 1. Aerial photo showing the location of Tip Top. McRobbies Waste Disposal area can be seen
in the upper middle-right part of the image.



Location connectivity and access

The Tip Top Track is located on the same title as the South Hobart Land Fill at 30
McRobies Road (CT 126957/1) although the track is located within 200m from the fenced
area of the landfill operation at its closest point and is well beyond any future landfill area.
The track runs between two well-established fire roads.
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Figure 2. Location Plan (Tip Top track marked in bl ue). The area hatched red is land title CT
126957/1.

The location of the Tip Top track is such that it is easily integrated into a variety of
common mountain bike rides in the Mount Wellington trail network. Access to the trail is
facilitated by the Main Fire trail. Tip Top track can easily be incorporated into a ride up
Mount Wellington, along the North South Track to Junction Cabin and then down either
Old Farm Rd or Myrtle Gully fire trails to the Tip Top track. The scarcity of ridgelines that
offer potential routes for future mountain bike trails down Mt Wellington, in combination
with the wet weather attributes of the siltstone soils places Tip Top track in a strategically
advantageous position for any future trail developments.

Tip Top track is commonly incorporated into a riding loop from Knocklofty Park to the Main
Fire Trail and ending with Tip Top. The track can also be incorporated into rides that
access the Main Fire Trail from Strickland Ave. A Knocklofty Trail loop could be created
by utilising an easement running from Louden St to Forest Rd fire trail (property title
135858/0) as an uphill access route.

Access and egress points

The trail is commonly (but not exclusively) ridden from west to east and accessed from a
fire trail running parallel to and downslope of Main Fire Trail. The current entrance has
been placed in a discreet location, however if the trail became formally recognised by the



HCC then HTA suggest that it would be worthwhile relocating the trail entrance to a more
prominent position.

The trail exits onto the fire trail that follows the waste disposal area boundary fence.
Riders currently exit onto Cascade Brewery property via either Cascade Gardens or a trail
that exits onto Old Farm Rd opposite the Cascade Brewery ash dump. Property titles
126957/1 and 5584105 that belong to the HCC have been identified as potentially
suitable for an exit trail that is restricted to HCC land tenure and does not alter the waste
disposal area front fence (refer to Figure 3 below). The topography of this proposed route
is well suited to a sustainable mountain bike trail. This would negate the need for riders to
pass through Cascade owned land.
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Figure 3. Possible route of an exit trail confined to HCC lan  d marked in orange, the black line
represents the front fence of the McRobies Waste Di  sposal Area.

Environment

Soil types

There are two soil types on the track: Podzolic soils on Dolerite and Podzolic soils on
Mudstone.

Podzolic soils on Dolerite are imperfectly drained texture contrast soils developed on
Jurassic dolerite bedrock and colluviums on rolling to steep land.

Podzolic soils on Mudstone are poor to imperfectly drained brown texture soils developed
on Permian siltstone bedrock on colluviums on undulating to rolling land.



Figure 4. Cadastre and soil type map for the ridgel ine that Tip Top trail follows. Purple represents
red podzolic soil on dolerite, light brown area is podzolic soil on mudstone, light blue is podzolic s oil

on sandstone.

Vegetation

Dry eucalypt forest extends along the north facing slope on the southern side of
McRobbies Gully waste disposal area. The canopy is dominated by Eucalyptus obliqua
and Eucalyptus tenuiramis with a sub-canopy of Exocarpus cupressiformis. Less
extensive areas of Eucalyptus pulchella and E. amygdalina dominated forest are also
present. The understorey cover is sparse and dominated by low shrubs and bracken fern.
Ground cover is predominantly bare earth and forest litter with herbs, prostrate shrubs and
rarely native grasses (a drainage line in section 4 is an exception).
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Figure 5. Cadastre and TASVEG map of the ridgeline  that Tip Top trail follows.



Track Description

Tip Top track before closure was suited to mountain bike riders of an intermediate to
advanced skill level; as such it could be graded blue diamond. However, a more formal
assessment would be required in accordance with an agreed upon trail rating system. The
track demands good bicycle control and technical skills but is a predominantly low to
medium speed undulating track that has a downward trending traverse. It can be ridden in
approximately 20 minutes depending on skill level and trail familiarity. The trail surface is
erosion resistant under winter or wet conditions and least erosion resistant after prolonged
dry periods. Rolling grade dips would be a feature of any proposed trail work which can
reduce heavy braking and hence erosion.

The existing trails route is on the whole well designed and could be considered a
sustainable trail; with regular grade reversal, a sustainable gradient and adequate
outslope. At a number of locations the trail breaks the *half rule’ (the half rule states that a
trail should not have a gradient greater than 50% of the slope of the terrain) and in places
descends directly down the fall of the slope — these are high priority areas for remedial
works in the future.

For the purpose of this draft proposal the existing trail has been broken into 6 sections.
The sections have been allocated by trail conditions or characteristics. A description and
photos of each section are listed below;-

Long (Deg Dec
Section Lat (Deg Dec Min) Min)
1 42 53.377 147 16.186
2 42 53.357 147 16.236
3 42 53.292 147 16.451
4 42 53.287 147 16.645
5 42 53.326 147 16.968
6 42 53.459 147 17.121
Proposed Exit 42 53.564 147 17.433
End 42 53.578 147 17.630




The first section (Section 1) starts at the western end of Tip Top on a fire road (Photo 1)
and finishes at the top of a short steep uphill section (Photo 2).

Section 2 continues in an eastwards direction from Photo 3, includes a steep eroded chute
and ends at Photo 4 where the Tip Top trail was re-routed in early 2008.

Left: Photo 3 - Section 2 Start (Lat 42 53.357 Long 147 16.236). Right: Photo 4 — Section 2 End.



Section 3 is the section of trail built to replace the original track that included a number of
long steep downhill runs, beginning at Photo 5 and ending at Photo 6.

Left: Photo 4 - Section 3 Start (Lat 42 53.292 Long 147 16.451). Right: Photo 5 — Section 3 End.

Section 4 starts at Photo 7, includes the longest uphill climbs and finishes at a potential
exit point (Photo 8).

Left: Photo 6 - Section 4 Start (Lat 42 53.287 Long 147 16.645). Right: Photo 7 Section 4 End



Section 5 starts at Photo 8, passes beneath electricity transmission lines before traversing
across the slope and ending at a log drop (photo 9).

Left: Photo 8 - Section 5 Start (Lat 42 53.326 Long 147 16.968). Right: Photo 9 — Section 5 End.

Section 6 (from photo 10 to photo 11) is characterised by a number of steep downhill runs
that are eroded and require a combination of trail re-routing and hardening.

Left: Photo 10 - Section 6 Start (Lat 42 53.459 Long 147 17.121). Right: Photo 11 — Section 6 End.



Left: Photo 12 — Proposed start location (Lat 42 53.564 Long 147 17.433) of exit trail restricted to HCC land
as indicated by the arrow, inset is the existing disused trail (in the direction of the arrow) that HTA propose to
utilise.

Left: Photo 13 — Proposed route above the Waste Disposal Area fenceline.

Right: Photo 14 — Proposed exit point (Lat 42 53.578 Long 147 17.63) for an exit trail restricted to HCC land
(CT126957/1)



Proposed Works

A proportion of the Tip Top track meets IMBA's (International Mountain Bike Association)
basic sustainable trail principles (for details see
http://www.imba.com/resources/trail_building/sustainable _trails.html) however, there are
currently a small number of short sections of the trail that need work (listed in Table 1) to
be a sustainable trail under the IMBA Guidelines. In addition to the proposed high priority
works, HTA also recognise that the track will need to be gradually improved and higher
construction standards will increase the trails longevity.

Table 1. Works proposed for the Tip Top track by H  TA, listed by order of priority.

SECTION DESCRIPTION HIGH PRIORITY MEDIUM LONG TERM
PRIORITY UPGRADES
1 Entrance Re-route to
prominent start
point &
rehabilitate
existing track
2 Traverse with high Re-route chute Add grade Upgrade to full-
erosion chute into large switch reversals on benching.
backs. long runs
3 Re-routed traverse N/A Straighten tree- Upgrade to full-
weave. benching.
4 Traverse and climb N/A Upgrade trail
width to full-
benching
5 Transmission line N/A Upgrade trail Upgrade to full-
climb and traverse width to full- benching.
benching
6 Pre-dominantly Harden and Reduce braking Upgrade to full-
downhill with high reduce gradient erosion; benching
erosion chutes of high erosion
sections
EXIT Proposed alternate New trail to
exit IMBA standards.

It is estimated that it would take 4-6 weekends to complete the high priority works listed in
Table 1 with a daily volunteer team of 6 or more people. It is anticipated that Section 6 of
Tip Top track will account for approximately 65% of man hours. Approximately 150m of
trail re-routing is proposed for Section 6, 100m of trail re-routing for section 2 and 150m of
new trail for section 1.

In the following 3 pages are photos of the pieces of trail considered high priority for track
work in order to make Tip Top a sustainable trail that meets the IMBA guidelines for
building single track.



Photo 15: A steep chute in Section 2 that the HTA propose to re-route in order to lessen the local impact.

Photo 16: The same piece of trail as photo 15 but viewed from near the bottom of the steep chute.



Top Left: Photo 17 - Example of trail in section 2 that requires upgrading (full-benching & grade reversals).
Top Right; Photo 18 - Braking rutt in section 6. Bottom Left; Photo 19 - Erosion due to due heavy braking
(section 6). Bottom Right; Photo 20 — Track erosion due to trail descending steeply into slow corner (section
6).



Top Left: Photo 21 — Eroded steep downhill chute requiring work (section 6). Top Right; Photo 22 -
Continuation of trail from Photo 21. Bottom Left; Photo 23 - Continuation of trail from Photo 22. Bottom
Right; Photo 24 — Steep eroded chute requiring work (section 6).



Below are two examples of the types of improvements that could be made to the Tip Top
Track in order to improve the sustainability of the tralil,



Signage

HTA propose that signs be placed at the following points along the trail;

START - Track name, Mountain bike trail, Intermediate grading (Blue diamond),
one way.

MIDDLE - Exit point with arrow indicating fire trail.

END - Track name, No entry (if one way otherwise sign to be the same as Western
entrance).

Caution signs may also be erected to indicate particular trail features.
Volunteer Resources

Members of the HTA recognise that good trails are a major asset to the mountain bike
community. The mountain bike community would like trails to be sustainable and fun to
ride. Without formal promotion, the HTA has a register of approximately twenty
volunteers who are willing and able to participate in trail maintenance, construction and
associated work, on a regular basis. These volunteers are motivated by the scarcity of
sustainable mountain bike specific trails and the cycle of track degradation, abandonment
and new trail construction/utilisation. In addition HTA group members have a pre-existing
sense of custodianship of the Tip Top Track.

The HTA recommend that volunteers are included at a range of levels and have the
opportunity to contribute to the decision making process. This is important for maintaining
a high level of volunteer recruitment and engagement.

It is anticipated that after an initial 2 weekend working bee, that a regular (eg. Monthly)
volunteering arrangement will be established. HTA are currently in discussions with the
HCC in an attempt to formalise a volunteer Trailcare program that is affiliated with the
HCC, possibly in a similar manner to the existing Bushcare groups. HTA would seek to be
heavily involved in the process of determining where work is to be carried out and the
recruitment of volunteers.

Timeframe

HTA propose that high priority works are completed over a period of 3-4months and
thereafter a trail care session be held 1 day a month (or quarter depending on need and
availability of volunteers/supervision) in order to create a sustainable trail suited to riders of
an intermediate skill level.

Conclusion

The Tip Top track represents a significant investment of resources that has delivered a
well-used trail for the benefit of local riders. The track is largely compliant with IMBA
guidelines and with some minor modifications the Council can add a 2.3km section of
mountain trail to its network with little cost and within a short timeframe. We request that
this application be approved such that the proposed work can be carried out and Tip Top
Track can be legitimised and re-opened in the near future.



